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monument to Victor Emmanuel II. To this he had agreed gladly, and as the programme was arranged for him to be received by the Pope, he said he would repair to the square immediately after leaving the Vatican. Being a Protestant, and knowing the temper of many of our people at home regarding the Pope, the President decided he \vould also call on his old friends, Mr. and Mrs. Lowry, the former of whom was then in charge of the American Episcopal Church in Rome. I went with him. We were received in the vestry, where we had a very delightful little visit. Then we returned to the Palace where my husband was to be joined by a formal escort. Some of the White House Secret Service men who attended him were Catholics, and regarded this audience with the Pope as the climax of their lives. I had been asked to accompany my husband, but we thought it better for him to go alone. So Miss Benham, a duke whose name I have unfortunately forgotten and his wife, who had been assigned to me as a "Lady in Waiting", decided to follow along and see the crowds, on our way to tea with the Countess Cellere.
Never before had I seen so many people anywhere as were gathered in every street, and wrhen we reached the region of the monument the way was blocked with humanity. They gave a great shout as my husband appeared on his way to the Vatican, and he had to stand in the car to greet them before the multitude would part to allow him to pass. The police could do nothing to control them. He finally got through, but our car was detained thirty or forty minutes. There was nothing alarming about it, the people were all so friendly. I regretted when we did get through, and wished I had an excuse to linger instead of going to the tea; for I was crazy to hear my husband speak.
Alas, this was not to be! It seemed that the Government, seeing the outpouring of the people, and especially the soldiers, feared that if the President addressed them he would say something which would enlist their support for his